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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE PLEASE
Due to Escalating Fuel Costs, Macon-Bibb County Transit Authority Board Directs Management to Review Service Cuts and Fare Increases After Budget Hearings
Following a Bibb County Fiscal Year 2009 budget hearing on May, 22nd, the Board of Macon-Bibb County Transit Authority directed management to review the FY09 budget requests, and determine what costs savings would be achieved if hours and routes are cut.  This directive was made at the MTA Board’s meeting on May 27, 2008.
The Board cites the high costs of diesel fuel and gasoline that has skyrocketed in recent months, and the County’s suggestion that FY09 budgets remain at FY08 funding levels as the reasons for this directive.

After the initial submission of its FY09 budget requests to the City of Macon and Bibb County in February and March of this year, MTA fuel costs increased from $2.76 per gallon in March, to $3.79 per gallon in April.  This increase could result in an additional $575,000 in fuel costs to maintain the current level of service.  

“We find ourselves in a very difficult situation” stated Carl Jackson, General Manager of MTA.  “Just when we were preparing to start a route to north Macon and northern Bibb County to provide access to jobs and shopping at the new Shoppes at River Crossing and Bass Pro Shop, we are now being challenged to make cuts.  At the same time, with high fuel costs, more people are considering public transit and requesting more service to school, work and on Sundays”.  
From January 2008 to April 2008, ridership has increased by over 5,000 customers when compared to ridership for the same months in 2007.  MTA attributes high gas prices to this ridership increase.
Among the service cuts being evaluated are the complete elimination of Saturday bus service, ending most weekday bus service at 6:00 pm, and a fare increase.
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